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GLOSSARY 
 

Adfluvial.  Found in lakes. 

Autoregressive Statistical Model.  A type of 
statistical model where (in this case) visitation levels 
in the current year are explained by visitation levels 
in previous years. 

Biodiversity.  The range of organisms present in a 
given ecological community or system.  It can be 
measured by the numbers and types of different 
species, or the genetic variations within and between 
species.   

Cut slope.  The excavated portion of a roadway 
located upslope from the road surface. 

Drop inlet.  Drainage structure that directs runoff 
from the road surface down into a culvert or drain. 

Exotic vegetation or wildlife.  Plant or animal 
species not native to a particular location. 

Fill slope.  The fill portion of the roadbed located 
down slope from the road surface. 

Fluvial.  Found in rivers or streams. 

Guardwall.  Typically referred to as low rock wall 
adjacent to the outside edge of a road.  They may be 
located on top of a retaining wall or on their own 
foundation.  Also include timber rails, avalanche 
resistant removable timber rails, and concrete 
barriers. 

Indirect economic impact.  The change in sales, 
income or employment within the local region in 
industries that supply goods and services to directly 
affected businesses. 

Induced impact.  The change in sales within the 
local impact region that result from changes in local 
household spending of income (on housing, utilities, 
groceries, etc.) earned in the tourism, construction 
and other supporting industries. 

Input-Output Analysis.  An analysis of the flows of 
economic activity between sectors, that captures 
what each sector must purchase from every other 
sector in order to produce a dollar’s worth of goods 
or services. 

Jersey barrier.  Movable concrete wall used as a 
temporary guardwall.  

Krummholz.  The stunted trees that grow just below 
the treeline or in extremely windy locations.  

Lacustrine wetlands.  Wetlands associated with 
deep water such as lakes and ponds. 

Mitigation measures.  Measures taken by the NPS 
in an effort to offset the adverse impacts resulting 
from an action or activity. 

Multipliers.  Captures the size of secondary effects 
in the impact region.  Multipliers are generally 
expressed as a ratio of the total change in economic 
activity in a region relative to the direct change.  (Or 
the total impact relative to the direct impact). 

Palustrine wetlands.  Wetlands dominated by trees, 
shrubs, and herbaceous vegetation.  May include wet 
meadows, swamps, bogs and fens. 

Party day.  A party day is equal to one party (or 
vehicle load) spending one day at GNP. 

Party.  A group of visitors to GNP.  Generally, this 
refers to the people arriving within a single vehicle, 
since this is how visitation counts are completed by 
the Park. 

Peak visitation season.  The 1st of July until the 15th 
of September. 

Recreational visit.  A measurement used by the 
NPS to count visitors.  One recreational visit is equal 
to one person participating in any recreational 
activity during a visit to GNP.  This includes 
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activities such as sightseeing, touring, and driving, 
and is not directly related to any specific time 
period. 

Retaining wall.  A rock wall constructed on the 
outside of a road to support the roadway.  It is often 
used in steep terrain and eliminates the need for a fill 
slope. 

Riverine wetlands.  Wetlands associated with river, 
streams and creeks. 

Road prism.  The road pavement plus additional cut 
and fill slopes required to construct the road.   

Rock scaling.  The removal of rock from steep cliff 
faces, typically where falling rocks are expected to 
occur in the near future. 

Secondary economic impact.  The change in 
economic activity that results from subsequent 
rounds of re-spending tourism dollars or direct road 

construction expenditures.  Secondary impacts may 
be further divided into indirect or induced impacts. 

Sedimentation.  The transport of sediment into a 
water body. 

Shoulder visitation seasons.  The month of June 
and the 16th of September until park closure 
(approximately October 15th). 

Slump.  A shifting in the ground, often caused by 
water intrusion on a steep slope. 

Ungulate.  Hoofed mammal such as elk, deer, 
bighorn sheep, mountain goat, and moose. 

Visitor spending profile.  A breakdown of average, 
daily visitor (or party) expenditures within relevant 
tourism sectors (e.g., lodging, restaurants, groceries, 
souvenirs, etc.). 
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ethnographic resources, 111 
FHWA, 2, 3, 4, 7, 25, 33, 35, 60, 65, 153, 183 
Flathead County, 87, 88, 90, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 
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109, 111, 115, 118, 133, 203 

land ownership, 91, 102 
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National Historic Landmark, 1, 3, 7, 8, 15, 27, 34, 
58, 71, 72, 108, 109, 177, 180, 216, 217 

Oberlin Bend, 18, 45 
Park operations, 82, 90, 152 
Park revenue, 170 
Red Rock Point, 17, 44, 112, 182, 185, 196, 201 
Rising Sun, 31, 43, 47, 57, 69, 108, 110, 113, 115, 

119, 121, 123, 134, 180, 203, 209 
Road Camp, 16, 18, 44, 45, 108 
Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep, 203 
Salish and Kootenai, 24, 98, 172, 173, 222 
scoping, 2, 24, 25, 152, 219 
secondary impact, 154, 164, 165, 167, 169 
Siyeh Bend, 9, 13, 16, 18, 43, 45, 50, 57, 113, 118, 

122, 134 
species of concern, 26, 29, 68, 129, 196, 197, 201, 

203, 204, 205, 213, 214 
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Sunrift Gorge, 16, 19, 46, 192, 198 
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112, 118, 122, 187, 201, 205 
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